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Quest for 4-peat begins
Helena High girls basketball’s new o�ense, 
old defense key to state title hopes   PAGE B1 

2020 TIMBERSLED

2020
THIS YEAR IS GOING TO BE A RIOT

A new type of ride
Snowbikes spark winter fun   MONTANA UNTAMED, C1

MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — The Senate 
has confi rmed a top Justice De-
partment lawyer as a federal ap-
peals court judge despite a “not 
qualifi ed” rating from the Amer-
ican Bar Association and sharp 
opposition from his home-state 
senators.

Lawrence VanDyke, a dep-
uty assistant 
attorney gen-
eral and former 
h i g h - ra n k i n g 
Nevada legal 
o�  cial, won a 
seat Wednes-
day on the San 
Francisco-based 
9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, which covers 
a wide swath of Western states 
from Alaska to Arizona. The vote 
was 51-44.

Among those opposing Van-
Dyke were Nevada Democratic 
Sens. Jacky Rosen and Catherine 
Cortez Masto, who said that de-
spite serving four years as Neva-
da’s solicitor general, VanDyke’s 
qualifi cations are inadequate and 
his ties to Nevada “minimal.’’

VanDyke, 47, served as solic-
itor general in Montana and as-
sistant solicitor general in Texas 
before moving to Nevada in 2015.

VanDyke’s confi rmation 
comes a day after the Senate 
confi rmed California prosecu-
tor Patrick Bumatay to a separate 
seat on the 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals, despite opposition by 
the state’s two senators. Bu-
matay was confi rmed Tuesday, 
53-40.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Ca-
lif., criticized both newly con-
fi rmed judges, saying Bumatay 
and VanDyke were unqualifi ed. 
Bumatay acknowledged working 
on the Trump administration’s 
policy of separating familes at 

TYLER MANNING
tyler.manning@helenair.com 

 A new o�  ce on North Roberts 
Street in Helena has been dubbed 
the “Colleen K. Brady Center for 
Big Brothers and Big Sisters.” 

It’s named for Colleen Brady, 
the outgoing president and CEO 
of BBBS of Helena, who has ter-
minal cancer. Peter Strauss, a big 
brother and board chair for the 
Helena and Great Falls chapters 
of BBBS, oversaw the dedication 
of the organization’s new o�  ce 
space Wednesday.

“Back in 2012 I had the honor 
of hiring Colleen Brady,” Strauss 
said. “She is a force of nature, she 

is a fi erce proponent for our kids, 
and she is a fearless leader for her 
team, our organization and our 

community.”
Strauss remarked that this 

isn’t the fi rst Brady Center in the 

United States. The other is on the 
Academy of Holy Names campus 
in Tampa, Florida. There Brady 
led a successful endowment 
campaign to rebuild their cam-
pus to the tune of $15 million. 

The Big Sandy native’s ded-
ication to kids probably began 
directly after she graduated 
from Carroll College, accord-
ing to Strauss. Brady has been 
a teacher, principal, counselor, 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
dedicates o�ce to CEO

THOM BRIDGE PHOTOS, INDEPENDENT RECORD 

Colleen Brady, the outgoing president and CEO of Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Helena, is praised Wednesday during a dedication ceremony for 
the Colleen K. Brady Center for Big Brothers and Big Sisters.

US Senate 
confirms 
MSU alum 
as judge

HOLLY K. MICHELS
holly.michels@lee.net 

 A leadership skills workshop 
for lawmakers was delayed ear-
lier this year out of a lack of clar-
ity about the ethics of legislators 
attending professional devel-
opment activities sponsored by 
outside groups.

The question arose after Lead-
ership Montana contacted the 
Commissioner of Political Prac-
tices about an event it planned 
for this past October. The group 

reached out a couple weeks be-
fore the event, seeking clarifi -
cation about laws concerning 
gifts to elected o�  cials. It asked 
whether it was OK for a legislator 
to attend an educational oppor-
tunity o� ered free of cost. 

Montana’s ethics code for 
legislators, elected o�  cials and 
state employees bars accepting a 
gift worth more than $50, though 
there’s an exception made for 
educational activities that don’t 
come with any strings attached.

According to emails between 
Leadership Montana and the 
commissioner, the event orig-
inally proposed had a value of 
$1,000 for each legislator, which 
included meals, lodging at West 

Creek Ranch in Emigrant, mate-
rials and facilitation.

Leadership Montana had 
previously discussed the event 
back in the spring with the Leg-
islature’s Legal Services O�  ce. 
Director and code commissioner 
Todd Everts said Tuesday he told 
the group it was not his role to 
give them advice, but that they 
could ask a lawmaker to request 
guidance from him.

Several did, and Everts and 
his legal sta�  determined that 
attending the event and having 
it be paid for by Leadership Mon-
tana would not have violated any 
ethics laws. 

Lawmaker retreat delayed over ethics questions

THOM BRIDGE, THOM.BRIDGE@HELENAIR.COM 

The Montana Senate holds a fl oor session on Jan. 27 during the 2019 Montana 
Legislature.

Ceremony honors 
Brady for lifetime 
spent helping kids

Brady gets hugs from colleagues and community members Wednesday 
at the dedication ceremony for the Colleen K. Brady Center for Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters.

Want to help?
If you’d like to help or learn 
more about the Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters of Helena, you 
can fi nd more information 
and a link to donate at: 
bbbs-helena.org. 

Please see COLLEEN K. BRADY, Page A6

VanDyke OK’d despite 
home-state opposition

VanDyke

Please see VANDYKE, Page A6

Clarity sought over 
laws regarding gifts 
to elected o�cials

Please see LEADERSHIP MT, Page A6
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In a September email to 
Jeff Mangan, the commis-
sioner of political practices, 
Leadership Montana pres-
ident and chief executive 
officer Chantel Schieffer in-
dicated the group expected 
the event to raise some ques-
tions. Leadership Montana 
has not ever lobbied the 
Legislature and is prohib-
ited from doing so as a 501©3 
nonprofit organization.

“In anticipation of curi-
osity on the part of the pub-
lic, some lawmakers have 
already asked for an opinion 
from the Code Commis-
sioner around participating 
in our training,” Schieffer 
wrote. “… I understand that 
this sort of training may el-
evate to the public eye. In-
deed, we are happy to shine 
a light on our process.”

Since Mangan’s role is to 
act as a judge in respond-
ing to ethics complaints, he 
can’t provide advisory eth-
ics opinions, and Leadership 
Montana didn’t formally re-
quest one. But Mangan did 
bring his concerns to law-
makers and Everts. Because 
of the confusion and tight 
timeline before the event 
was to be held, Leadership 
Montana decided to delay.

In lengthy memos citing 
laws and the ethics code, 

and a two-
hour dis-
c u s s i o n 
with the 
Legislative 
Council on 
T u e s d a y, 
M a n g a n 
and Everts 
disagreed 

on several things surround-
ing the retreat. That in-
cluded whether it amounted 
to lawmakers participating 
in “legislative acts.”

That term isn’t defined in 
the ethics code. What meets 
the definition of a “lavish or 
extravagant” gift also isn’t 
clarified, nor is an “educa-
tional activity.”

Because of the disagree-
ment over whether the event 
constitutes lawmakers act-
ing in their legislative ca-
pacity, there’s also disagree-
ment over who would have 
jurisdiction in this case to 
decide whether something 
is in line with the ethics 
code. If lawmakers are en-
gaging in “legislative acts,” 
the Legislature itself would 
police them. If they’re act-
ing outside that capacity, it 
would fall to Mangan.

Everts and Mangan agree 
they want to see the Legis-
lature create some clarity 
around the issue by coming 
up with definitions for the 
terms in question.

The Legislative Council, 
a bipartisan group of legis-
lative leaders that provides 
direction to the Legislature 

and oversees operations, 
directed its staff to come up 
with recommendations on 
how to accomplish that in 
the 2021 session.

“The reason there’s ambi-
guity in this is because ‘leg-
islative acts’ is not defined 
in the code of ethics and we 
don’t have guidance,” Everts 
said.

Mangan told the council 
Tuesday that he was not 
weighing in on the merits 
of the Leadership Montana 
retreat or whether it quali-
fied as an “educational op-
portunity.” Everts was clear 
to say that the discussion 
was only about educational 
events and not the entire 
ethics code.

But Mangan did want 
lawmakers to be aware of 
something hovering over 
the debate: a decision from 
the U.S. 9th Circuit Court 
of Appeals earlier this year 
affirming that ethics com-
plaints against Montana 
elected officials must be 
made public when lodged, 
and the potential for wea-
ponizing those complaints 
in a year when voters will 
choose who fills 125 of the 
150 seats in the state Legis-
lature.

State Rep. Casey Sch-
reiner, a Great Falls Dem-
ocrat who was minority 
leader in the House last 
session, is presiding officer 
of the Legislative Council. 
He said Tuesday he under-
stood the concern over the 

possibility of ethics com-
plaints being used against 
a candidate. Schreiner is 
also running for governor 
in 2020.

“We are in a hyper-par-
tisan situation now where 
we have ethics complaints 
filed that are for frivolous 
purposes,” Schreiner said. 
Other lawmakers on the 
committee said they were 
frustrated about missing the 
training opportunity.

“The practical effect is it 
limited educational options 
for members who are cur-
rently serving,” said state 
Rep. Kim Abbott, D-Helena.

Lawmakers did resolve 
the issue related specifically 
to the Leadership Montana 
training, voting unani-
mously Tuesday on a mo-
tion to make clear they view 
the retreat as a legislative act 
and appropriate to attend.

“I want to make sure we at 
least went on record for that 
particular event … I want 
that clear before we adjourn 
today so people can start 
getting going on the plan-
ning for that event,” state 
Sen. Jon Sesso, a Butte Dem-
ocrat and minority leader in 
the Senate last session.

Leadership Montana has 
two retreats for lawmakers 
now planned in 2020 at the 
West Creek Ranch.

“The clarity that came 
from yesterday’s commit-
tee hearing gives us an op-
portunity to move forward,” 
Schieffer said.

Mangan

AREA DEATH

Rita Kay Reichert
April 21, 1958 – Dec. 8, 2019 

Rita Kay Reichert, 61, of 
Helena, MT, lost her fight 
against cancer and passed 
away peacefully sur-
rounded by her children on 
December 8th, 2019 . She 
was born to parents Charles 
and Effie (St. Claire) Rine-
hart, on April 21st, 1958 in 
Medford, WI.

Rita graduated from 
Medford Area Senior High 
School in 1977 and enjoyed 
being on the tennis and 
volleyball teams and other 
school clubs. She contin-

ued her studies at Northcentral Technical College.
She started her career as a line worker at Weather 

Shield and then Phillips Plastics in Medford, eventually 
working her way up to Regional Safety Coordinator for 
several plants across Wisconsin over her 15 years with 
them. In the intervening years she also worked for other 
manufacturing companies holding the titles for Safety 
and Quality Control, until her most recent employment 
for the State of Montana as a Compliance Specialist. 
She was a dedicated and hardworking employee who 
took pride in her work and made many friends along 
the way that she cherished.

Her first love, Lee Kallenbach she met in 1980 and 
their whirlwind romance had them married that same 
year. Between them they had 3 children, Kelly, Holly, 
and Lucas. They were married for 17 years before lung 
cancer took him from her.

Her love of the mountains prompted her move to 
Montana in 2009, where she met her soul mate Richard 
Reichert. They were married on September 3rd, 2011 
in Hot Springs, Montana and enjoyed their short time 
together before he was suddenly taken from her in May 
of 2013 from a heart attack.

Her grandchildren were the light of her life. They 
could brighten her smile on even the darkest of days. 
She enjoyed hunting in the mountains of Montana, 
shore fishing at Yellowstone Lake, exploring all that 
Yellowstone National Park had to offer, camping wher-
ever the road would lead, reading a good book, and 
spending time with her friends and family.

She is survived by her children Kelly (Geneveive) 
Kallenbach, Holly (Bryan) Wendt, Lucas (Lyndsay) 
Kallenbach, grandsons Tucker, Jasper, and Oliver 
Wendt, mother Effie Rinehart, siblings Denis (Donna) 
Rinehart, Aleta (Orlo) Wilcox, Mark (Candy) Rinehart, 
Reggie Rinehart, Whitney (Aurora) Rinehart, Clinton 
Rinehart, and many cousins, nieces, and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband Richard 
Reichert, her father Charles Rinehart, her first husband 
Lee Kallenbach, as well as her grandparents, aunts and 
uncles.

A Celebration of Life is scheduled for December 13th, 
from 2-4 pm at Hannaford Street Bible Church located 
at 830 N Hannaford St Helena, MT 59601.

Huskies
From A2

time sitting outside kennels 
to help the dogs become 
more social, Saltzman said. 
The shelter also needs food 
and additional volunteer 
help with the myriad of 
other daily chores that 
continue in spite of its new 
guests.

“It would be great to 
have people come in who 
are willing to sit in front of 
the kennels and just talk to 
the dogs,” she said. “At this 
point, we are not allowing 
kids to interact with them.”

The puppies are cur-
rently in foster homes and 
are not available for adop-
tion quite yet.

Saltzman has reached 
out to husky rescue organi-
zations to see if they might 
be able to take some of the 
dogs. If that becomes an 
option, she said the shel-
ter could use some help in 

transporting the dogs to 
their new homes.

“These dogs are not 
going to be the easiest to 
adopt out,” she said. “They 
are not a dog that’s going to 
just sit up on the couch and 
cuddle with you. If people 
are interested in adopting 
one, they need to take the 
time to do their research on 
the breed.”

Saltzman said they are 
probably two to three 
weeks out before adoptions 
could occur. Evaluations, 
vaccinations, and spaying 
or neutering need to hap-
pen first.

“Those who chose to 
adopt one will need to have 
patience and understand-
ing,” she said. “It will take 
some time for them to be-
come domesticated.”

Saltzman said it’s been 
heartwarming to see the 
outpouring from people all 
across the country. She’s 
had calls from people from 
South Carolina to Wash-

ington state and every-
where in between.

“I don’t think there’s 
been a minute between 
calls today,” she said late 
Tuesday afternoon. “There 
is definitely a great net-
work of people reaching 
out who want to help. … 
I really want to say thank 
you to our community. 
They have really stepped 

forward and done a lot to 
help us.”

At this point, she said 
probably the best way to 
contact the shelter is via 
email at opmanager@bit-
terroothumane.org. The 
shelter’s office number is 
406-363-5311. Information 
about the shelter’s hours 
can be found at https://
bitterroothumane.org

VanDyke
From A1

the U.S.-Mexico border, 
Feinstein said, while Van-
Dyke has taken “extreme 
positions” on a range of is-
sues.

In a floor speech, Cortez 
Masto said President Don-
ald Trump’s nomination of 
VanDyke “sets a dangerous 
precedent for the Senate and 
would allow future adminis-
trations to nominate virtual 
outsiders to communities 
across the country over sen-
ators’ objections.’’

She and Rosen called Van-
Dyke an extreme partisan 
and said he has a record of 
using cases to advance an 
ideological agenda. Liberal 
groups have criticized Van-
Dyke as a zealot who op-
poses gun regulations and 
poses a threat to women and 
the LGBT community.

Democrats and other crit-
ics cited a letter from the 
American Bar Association 
rating VanDyke “not quali-

fied” and calling him “arro-
gant, lazy, an ideologue and 
lacking in knowledge of the 
day-to-day practice includ-
ing procedural rules.’’

The Giffords Law Center, 
a gun safety group, decried 
VanDyke’s “uniquely trou-
blesome record” and said his 
“legally unsupported views 
on gun policy ... disqualify 
him for a life-tenured seat 
on the federal bench.’’

The Alliance for Justice, a 
liberal advocacy group, said 
VanDyke has “repeatedly at-
tacked the rights of women,’’ 
including support for an Ar-
izona anti-abortion law and 
opposition to contraceptive 
coverage mandated by the 
Affordable Care Act.

VanDyke also has ex-
pressed concerns about gay 
parenting and same-sex 
marriage.

Carrie Severino, policy 
director of the Judicial Cri-
sis Network, a conserva-
tive advocacy group, called 
VanDyke a victim of a “left-
wing smear campaign.’’

Severino, a classmate of 

VanDyke at Harvard Law 
School, said in a statement 
that “you couldn’t ask for 
a better lawyer or a man of 
more exemplary character” 
than VanDyke.

“With deep roots in the 
West, Lawrence is very fa-
miliar with the challenges 
faced by states in the 9th 
Circuit, and as solicitor 
general for Montana and 
Nevada, he was on the front 
lines of the legal challenges 
to the overreach by the 
Obama administration and 
its job-killing” Environ-
mental Protection Agency, 
Severino said.

She and other support-
ers said the ABA’s negative 
rating of VanDyke was just 
the latest example of the 
group’s leftward tilt. “The 
ABA has lost its credibility as 
a neutral arbiter. It should be 
treated no differently than 
any other special interest 
group,’’ said Sen. Mike Lee, 
R-Utah.

The VanDyke and Buma-
tay nominations continue a 
trend in which Trump has 

ignored opposition from 
home-state Democrats 
to nominate conservative 
lawyers to the bench. Pres-
idents typically consult 
with home-state senators 
before announcing judicial 
appointments, a practice 
Trump has abandoned.

VanDyke served as a Ne-
vada solicitor general for 
four years before joining 
the Justice Department’s 
environment and natural 
resources division earlier 
this year.

A Texas native, VanDyke 
graduated from Montana 
State University and ran 
unsuccessfully for the 
Montana Supreme Court 
in 2014. A member of the 
conservative Federalist 
Society, VanDyke supports 
Trump’s efforts to expand 
oil and gas exploration on 
public lands.

Bumatay, 41, has served in 
a variety of positions at the 
Justice Department, most 
recently as assistant U.S. 
Attorney for the Southern 
District of California.

Colleen K. 
Brady
From A1

president and CEO of many 
different organizations.

For BBBS Helena, Brady 
positioned the organization 
as a beta test site for a new 
national software program 
for the national organiza-
tion’s program for children. 
She also ensured the or-

ganization would pass the 
national on-site audit with 
flying colors, said Strauss. 

Brady was also responsi-
ble for overseeing the merger 
between the Helena and 
Great Falls chapters of BBBS. 

“She has never lost her 
desire and dedication to 
learning, nor to have fun in 
whatever she does,” Strauss 
said. “Dedicating this sec-
ond Brady Center is such 
a fitting tribute to Colleen 
to honor what and all she 

stands for.” 
Brady said when she 

joined BBBS back in 2012 
she never imagined that 
she’d become president and 
CEO of the Helena chapter. 
She also never expected that 
they’d get a new office, much 
less that it would be named 
in her honor. 

“I don’t necessarily think 
of the impact we’ve had,” 
Brady said. “But what we 
have accomplished is noth-
ing short of magnificent.” 

However, Brady wouldn’t 
take all the credit for the 
Helena chapter’s success. 
She called out the members 
of her staff and their ded-
ication to the children of 
Helena. Brady said waking 
up every day and getting to 
work with them was a great 
experience and she placed 
a large amount of her own 
success on their shoulders. 

The office is located at 
1434 N. Roberts St. in Hel-
ena. 
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tiplier 3
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 “In Our Care”
SATURDAY

BICKEL, Nancy, age 58, of Lincoln, passed away 
on Friday, Nov. 22, 2019. A memorial service will take 
place at 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14, at Blackfoot Valley 
Bible Church, 2001 MT-200, Lincoln, MT 59639. A 
potluck reception will follow the service in the down-
stairs of the church. Flowers: Please call Teresa G’s 
Flower Shop in Lincoln Mt (406)594-4823. Please visit  
www.retzfuneralhome.com to offer the family a 
condolence or share a memory of Nancy.

 “In Our Care”
TODAY

CASEY, Sherry C., age 74, of Helena, passed away 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2019. The Rosary will be prayed at 
6 p.m. today, Dec. 12, at Anderson Stevenson Wilke 
Funeral Home, 3750 N. Montana Ave. A funeral Mass 
will be celebrated at 11 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 13, at Our 
Lady of the Valley Catholic Church, 1502 Shirley Road. 
Burial will follow the Mass at Resurrection Cemetery. 
A reception will follow the burial in the social hall 
at the church. In lieu of flowers, memorials in Sher-
ry’s name may be made to Shodair Children’s Hos-
pital, 2755 Colonial Drive PO Box 5539, Helena, MT 
59604 or to Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church, 
1502 Shirley Road, Helena, MT 59602. Please visit  
www.aswfuneralhome.com to offer a condolence to 
the family or to share a memory of Sherry.

McLAUGHLIN, John H. “Jack,” age 93, of Helena, 
passed away Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019. The family will 
receive friends today, Dec. 12, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
First Assembly North Building, 2315 Dodge Ave. A fu-
neral service will be held Friday, Dec. 13, at 11 a.m. at 
First Assembly of God Church 2210 Dodge Ave., Helena, 
MT 59601 with a funeral reception following. A pri-
vate family burial will take place at Resurrection Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, memorials in Jack’s name may 
be made to God’s Love or Carroll College. Please visit 
www.aswfuneralhome.com to offer a condolence to 
the family or to share a memory of Jack.

SUNDAY
KARLIN, Rolland, age 95, of East Helena, passed 

away on Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. A celebration of 
Rolland’s life is scheduled for 1 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, 
at Anderson Stevenson Wilke Funeral Home, 3750 N. 
Montana Ave., with a reception to follow the service 
in the social hall of the funeral home. Burial with mil-
itary honors is scheduled for 10 a.m. Monday, Dec. 16, 
at the Montana State Veterans Cemetery, Fort Har-
rison. Memorials in Rolland’s name are suggested 
to the Montana Wounded Warriors, 100 Coopera-
tive Way, Suite 100, Kalispell, MT 59901. Please visit  
www.aswfuneralhome.com to offer a condolence to 
the family or to share a memory of Rolland.
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